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This Month

Will See

The Canonization Of
- Jeanne D’Arc By Pope

The Martyrdom Of The Maid Of Orleans, Who Died For
%“fer Faith And Her Country Nearly Five Cen-
turies Ago, Is At Last To Place Her Among
The Formally Enrolled Saints Of The
Roman Catholic Church.

By Eumwy Exersox LanTtz.

N May 23 there will occunr in

St. Peter’s Cathedral, Rome,

the greatest event celebrated
there within the past 10 years—
the canonization by Pope Bene-
dict XV of ¢Jeanne d’Avre, the
millitant Maid of Orleans, who
nearly five centuries ago led the
armies of France {o conquest of
British and Burgundian foes and
saved I'rance as a nation.

In Orleans, France, is seen today the
archepiseopal palace adjoining the Ca-
thedral, within the garden of which
stands oue of the finest statues of Jeanne
d'Arc in existence. Here was established
the first American hospital unit sent
overseas o minister to soldiers of the
World Wir who were injured in-the
eves., Here Dr. Alexander D, MceConu-
chie, of Baltimore, had his headquarters,
and through the gateway of this palace
6,000 injured men passed for examina-
tion and treatment; passed the statue of
that dauntless virgin who bad herseif
been wounded in battle and who suffered
martyglom at the stake because she had
fought tor the liberty of France as those
valiunt men were fighting for the liberty
of the world., Gradually the great hos-
pitul at Orleans extended to one adjacent
building after another in order to accom-
modate the wounded men, but always
they entered through the gateway of the
Bishep's 'alace, the gateway protecting
and guarding the statue of Jeanne d’Arc
and doubtless the warrior maid grieved
in secret over their sad estate.

*In the city of Orleans,” said Dr. Me-
Conachie, “there is today a musceum of
Jeaune d'Are relies in the house where
thie Maid of Orleuns once lived, the armor
worn by her, the standaxds and bamners
carvied by her troops and many personal
govveiirs of ber carcer. In the center of
the city at the Rue Republic there is a
magnificent equestrian statue, exquisite-
1y earved, of Jeanne d’Are, which, in its
entiréty of figure, pedestal and base,
must cover 100 feet. Portraits of the
Maid are found everywhere, for the peo-
ple of Orleans adore her, and pictures
and statues have the same countenance,
although whether copied in the beginning
from life is not known. Doubtless they
are the traditional features ascribed to
her by artistsand seulptors from descrip-
tions haunded down by her contempora-
ries, but they represent her as beautiful
and voung, and whether in canvas or
in stone. she is usually scated on a
charger.” : :

Androw Lang in his splendid book,
“7he Maid of Orleans,” quotes a de-
seription of Jeanne d’Arc once setting
out upen her charger that seems to sug-
gest the Orleans church gate ‘through
which the soldiers passed. The witness
to the scene writes: 'Y

"+ gnw her mount, all in white armor,
but unhelnceted, a small steel sperth (a
little battle ax) in her hand. She bhad a
great black horse, which plunged at the
door of her house and would not permit
ber to mount. ‘Lead him to the cross?
ghe cried ; ‘it stands in the road in frent
of {e church.” There lie stood as fast as
if e were bound with cords and she
mounted. and, turning toward the church
gate, she said in sweet womanly voice,
“Ye priests and churchmen, go in proces-
sion and pray to God.” Then 'Forward,
forward © she cried, a gracious page
bearing ber standard displayed and she
with the little sperth in bev hand.”

MThere has never been 2 woman more

truly worshiped by a nation than Jeanne
d'Are, of Irance. Perhaps because she
was most young and faiv, perhaps be-
cause she was devout and innocent, per-
haps because her life paid the forfeit of
her courage, but certainly because she
embodied the vision, the heroic enthusi-
asm, the unswerving loyalty that gladly
sacrificed all for T.n Patrie, assured that
she had been called of God to her mis-
sion, .

To understand how the Maid of Or-
leans beeatne to France the personifica-
tion of the country’s military soul, one
must be somewhat acquainted with the
condition of France in the early years
of the fifteenth century. The advent of
the Maid of Orleans into the military
life of France came at a period of pe-
culiar nationul misery. The sons of two
kings claimed the throne of feudal
Trance. XKing Henry V qf Ingland
had conquered the hosts of Irance at
Azincourt, or Agincourt, and seized the
city of Rouen. He had married a French
princess who had borne him a son (after-
ward Henry VI) and had been pro-
claimed regent of France during the
life of the demented King Charles VI
And then, just after this, both kings, the
victor and the vanguished. died, and
while the British proclaimed Henry Vs
infant son King of France, the Dauphin
of TFrance. son of Charles VI, was
crowned at Poitiers as Charles VII, es-
tablished Lis court at Bourges and took
the field to econtest his rights with ex-
ceeding il success until Orleans, the
key of the province beyond the Leire,
became thie scene of hostilities and the
final fate of Charles and his kingdom
seemed destined to be contested and de-
termined under the walls of that city.

Iient by foes without and conspiracies
Within, the nation suffered until at this
geute crisis help came to the nation
through 2 medium so unexpected and
unusual that it seemed a miracle in
the fifteenth century and continues so
regarded to the present day.

In the village of Domremy, on the
Meuse, on the frontiers ‘of Burgundy
and Lorraine, there lived at this time
an humble peasant husband and wife,
Jacques and Isabeau Dare, to whom
bad heen born betweeg 1410 and 1412
daughter, Jeannecton Dare, one of five
children, who was afterward known as
Jeanne d’Arc, the Maid of Orleans.

Domremy is a small village in the
Vosges. The Dare family were in easy
circumstances, and that the wife was a
devout woman is indicated by the fact
that she had once made a pilgrimage to
Rome. The daughter Jeanne was never
taught to read or write, but her godly
mother instructed her in religion and
household arts so that none excelled
Jeanne in fine needlework. She was a
gay, docile and obedient child, execeed-
ingly alert and active in all domestic
duties. She was also physically beauti-
ful and vigorous and a favorite among
her youthful companions because of her
sweetness and refinement, for she was
by no means Amazonian, but rather ex-
ceedingly sensitive of nature. As the
child advanced ta girlhood she became
silent, meditative and inclined to soli-
tude and it was during this period of
her life, when she spent many quiet
hours watching her father's sheep, that,
according to her own story, she began to
foel the great calling to rescue her un-
happy country from its sad estate,

Perbaps she was familiar.awith French
and English folls tales—that in which
Marie d’Avignon declared that France
was heing ruined by a woman and would
be vestored by an armed virgin from the
marshes of Lorraine, or with the refer-

e Visior ofp Je3Irzree of Arc. B-

ence made in an ancient prophecy by the
enchanter Merlin, which associated a vir-
gin and tly oak wouds of Domremy with
the salvation of France. But whether
Jeanue had heard the tales or not, she
became convinced she had a mission to
free France from the British yoke. She
believed she heard the voices of the
Archangel St. Alichael, of St. Margarvet
and St.Catherine urging her to lead the
a_rmics of France to victory, and so in-
sistent and earnest was her plea to the
governor of a neighboring ecity to be

permitted to speak to King Charles VII,
whose cause was so desperate, and with
it that of 1°rench nationality, that the
official provided.the maid with an escort,
and early in March, 1429, she set out to
Chinon, where Charles VIT was then
estabiished.

She Knew Her King.

Tradition says that, introduced to the
roval group, none of whom $he had ever
seeti, and where Charies wore nothing
to distinguish him f{rom his courtiers,
Jeanne d’Arve unliesitatingly advanced

-S7glve gi Cr/egrnzs —

-~

to that monarch and knelt to do homage
to him. The King and the simple peasant
maid stepped apart and talked earnestly
together—the maid assuring Charles she
was charged by Heaven to rescue the
distressed monavch and conduct him in
triumph to be crowned at Rheims, until
{he King no longer doubted that the
waid was sent of God. Iowever, iu or-
der to dispel all suspicion from the pub-
lic mind, the personal character of
Jeanne both as to religlous faith a_n(l
moral purity was subject to striet in-
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vestigation, and she was pronounced in
all points beyond reproach.

" One historian says of her: “Her fame
spread rapidly through the country, and
she became the object of universal rever-
ence, admiration and confidence, as an
inspired messenger from above. It was
resolved to dispatch her, according to
her earnest cntreaties, to the relief of

[Continzed on Page 14}
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£ of witeheraft and Satenie influence, cu-
H

[ Continned from Page 114
Ozleans.  She was furnished with a cow- §
plete suit of armor. movnted on a wor- |
horse, and girt with a mysterious sword ¥
brought. hy her desire, from the church ! :
of §t. Catherine de Pierbois; a page bore |
her bunner. a2 white ficld *fleur-de-lise,”
Ilazoned with a figure of the Savior,
and. the motto ‘Jesus Maria.”” Thus

at the viake in the marketplace of Louen
jon the Blst of Soril, H."' Deserted by
“her king and hounded by her enecmios,
uever was there traer 'ndrr\ ~desin n
that suffered by the guiltless and fearless
Maid of Franee,

But the death of Jeanne d'Are, from
which her enemivs experted an imme-
dinte change of militury fortune. had a

e

equipped, the Maid sent formal sum-4 precisely  opnosite effect. The flumes
mons to the British to surrender all that consumed the jonocent warrior-

makl so Kkindied the wrath of France
tagainst the foés of their idol as to make
Jurthm- eo-operation between diyaffected
inobles of France and the Engli.su sinpos-
sible, aud after the peace of Arras. in
i the spring of 1436, the throne of Charles
- VIT was practizally zecure,

their fortresses and retire from France
and herself advanced toward Orleans.
She erossed the Loire ard entered the
eity without opposition from the enemy.
and “sueh was the magic affect of her
presence hoth on besiegers and besieged.

that on the first sartie the cyremy gave MHCI‘ Rehabilitation. .
wayr.” Later she attacksl the fort oi‘” More than 20 years later ‘the King
the Tournelles, the stro: ;'mt point of the H of Trance tnok the first steps toward

Inglish position, and won it, after hav- M(-p‘nrm" the atrocious injustice which
m;; been hersell wounded in the homm.(h.xd ucktmy\d the deliverer of Franee.

ttended by dierce fighting, but anchecked | Au  inquiry was instituted thac laid
in her victorious advance, the victorious | the execrable arts and treachery of
Aaid pressed on. meanwhile urging the » the judges who had convieted “Pucelle
King to repair without delay, to Ikeims. | ¢'Orleans.” as Jeappe was familiarly
*1 shall not Just more than a year,” she ! culled, and completely re<stablished the
said : “I must employ the time well” | fame and memory of that innecent vie-
After some hesitation on the part of | tim. The senteper was publicly re-
the timorons King, her bold counsel was | versed and revoked and two solemnn pro-
followed. while the Maid continued her l cessions of honor of Jeanne d'Are were
mysterious and tervifying progress he- | ardered to take place annually at Rouen.
fore panic-strickeu foces. one on the Place 8. Quen, where the

On July 16 the roval cortege arvived © judement had beeu d:l.\mﬂ(]. the other
in sight of Rheims. and “on the next duy | i the old marketplace, the scene of her
parles, in the midst of an indezeribable Dexecution, unthoml has come to Jeanne

tumult of jor. -eived the eae une-  4oAre as the ealmi fon of investiga-
tion, with all accustomed rites in its tiens begun by the Cuiholie Chieeh 25
superb eathedvzl.  Jeanne, who stood  years atter her mariyvdem. o <earch for
heside the allar with her < rd iniotenth that has coversd i period of nearly
bher hand, was the first to congratnlate § 500 years,
the nemareh and ealled upon him o} And now the whole world is nuiting to
recagnize the accorplishmeni of her pre- ;d(n her cananization bonor.,  All of France
dictibns.” | ill be pilgrims to Qe shrine on May
Of the Maid's subsequent military 25, and the Holy ity il celebrate
operations and their suceess history ’l.'\ﬁll:'l entrance into sainthood through the
wiitten in  detail, Sventnally  Jeanne | ('hm-x with solemn  ceremonials and
A*Are was taken prisoner and deliverad  puinic ipal festival.
tss the Finglish.  Subjected to wial by Gn the cammis of Fordham Univer-
foes foreign and native. she was aceused ' sity. New Yor k. a historical pageant

commemoritive

Lol
«cnmu' to death and ~uff«'r:-d‘{m.xrt\'|dum I

of tlle event will he
under the patronage of the
Arshbishop of New York. All the Cath-
parishes of Manbattan will con-
vibute to the suecest of the pageant,

=)

given May

Cwhich will be under the professional di-

rection of the Catholie Actors” Guild of
Amerieat and in which 30,000 persons
are expected to take part. Tiffany
has designed a2 medal to commemorate
eanonizatiov  of the Maid and
an Catholie clergy  will repre-
wonut this continent at Rome during
the great event. for Jeanne d’Arc is
a heroine belonging to the world. On

the

(Continned On Next I'uge.)
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[Continued from Preceding Puyc.]

Riverside Drive. New York, there
stands 2 fine equestrian statue of her.
in the Metropolltan Museum strangers

: and the rescue of her country.

| pause long pefore -the famous painting

of Joan,, the peasant visionary of
Domrcmv forgetting her humble sta-
tion while listening to celestial voices
that ecalled her to the courts of lxmgs‘

Sarat Rernhardt,of France,and .Tuha1
Marlowe andMaude Adams, off America, |
have visunalized the career of the French

warriov-maid through dramatic art, and
\Iarvmet Anghn 1‘ California, is even

‘tnoW arranging a Jeanne d'Arc pageant |

on the I’auf 4 Coast The last very beau-
tiful meceutatlou of her story in Balti-
more was “The'yMaid of F’ranre. by
. Harold Brighause. whigh was given in

Tyme—

June, 1918, by Josephine Victor at the
Maryland Theatre.
i Thus today is fulfilled: the

‘\nol\eu by King Charlg VII in Shake-
jspeare’s drama, Henry VI, Part 1, Act
\1 Scene VI

“But Joan la Pucelle shall be France’s
te.lmt

|
|
|
words 1
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