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Jenni¢ Lind’s Centenary
Recalls Her

Career And

Hér Visit To Baltimore

The Swedish Nightingale Spent A Week At Old Barnum’s
- - Hotel And Sang Four Times Before The Most Fash-.
ionable People OF This City And Once Before .
- Baltimore School Children.

By Exmany Extersox LiaxNTz.

YWhat do you know of Jennie
Lind? - .- ’
Did you ever hear her sing?
__VWrite and tell us what ydn

member about her. . - 7 ‘4L

-—

(Written for Jennie Lind by Bayard
Tayilor and sung by her in Baltimore):
I greet_with a full heart the Ixha ol the
Whosc Banner of 'Stars o'er 2 world
is unrolled ;
Whose empire o'ershadows Atlantic’s
-~ _wide breast
And o ne to sunget its gateway of

. gold ! .
The land of the mountains, the land of
. the lake,

And rivers that roll in maguificent

o— P .
Where the sounls of the mighty from
=lumber awake .
- And hallow the soil for whose freedom
cy died I ’

‘Thou Cradle of Emnpire ! thotgh wide be
the fonm - i

That secvers the land of my. fathers
and thec,
I brar from thy bosom the welcome of
home—
For song has a home in the hearts of
the Free!

And long as the waters. shall gleam in
e sun, - ° -
And lox_ng as thy beroes remember

eir scars. :
Be thcohgnds of thy children united as
n
And_peace shed her 1ligh -
Banner of Stars? ight on thy

Ope hundred years ago, .on Qctober
Gth, 1820, there was borm in Stockholm,
Sweden, one of the greatest singers the

workl has ever listened She was

Jennie Lind. afterward SIme. Otto
Goldschnidt, known throughout the

musical world ax the Swedish Nizhtin-
gale because of the exquisitely birdlike
quality of her musical notes.” Seventy
ears ago .this great singer visited- tho

nited States, giving concerts under the
mapnagement of that prince among show-
men, P. T. Barnum, at which time: she"
visited Baltimore, spending o week here
s & guest at the famous old hostelry,
Barnam’s Hotel. and singing on five dif-
ferent occasions at the old i‘ront Street
g‘gh"f?t,’.fck“"{" s:jnndin;; t:,n the south side

-Front street some distan
of strtecqt. oy 1] ce cast of
‘‘ront Street eatre was at

the most fushionuble pluce of t(?r%%i’gg
and musical entertainment in Baltimore
and during the week that the Swedish
Nigbtingalc made Haltimore her home,
the covironmeut of theatre and hotel
was crowded with elegant equipages and
so thronged w-ili iouric loving people
that lice were detailed to press the
«<rowd back so that those attendine the

- “heralded
. man, P,-T: Barnum, that

¢
" was the magic of ber name

concerts thight_gain “admittunce to the
opera house. Jennie Lind’s reputation
as a singer was so actn great, and
her commg had- been 50 _ 11y
y America’s pioneer press
1 gcogtlle were

ith excitement. usiasm
tive mania, and 60 compelling
1 dverti h dthlnt trades.

people advertised in the daily papers
Lheﬁ- offerings of Jennie. Lind candy,
Jennie I3fid bonncts, collars and cuffs,

*,One advertisement read: “Jennie
Lind—QGreat excitement—The Jennie
Lind Album, one of the most beauntiful
books published this season, containing
the only correct portrait vet published
of the *“Divioe Jennie,” sold by J. W.
Bond & Co.”

Mr. Colston-Recalls Her.

JMr. Frederick M. Colston, Baltimore
banker and broker, is among the few
men now living who heard Jennie Lind
sing and who also s=aw her walking in
the Capitol at Washington escorted by
Mr. Webster and heard her talking to
that distinguished gentlcouan. *“We were
living in YWashington at that time,” said
Mr. Colston, ““and my mother and elder
Drother attended Jennie Lind’s ¢oncert
there, but yoil ¢can readily imagine tickets
for such concerts were not being wasted
on mere boys. So I sat on a fenece out-
side the Concordia Opera House and
caught such notes of song as drifted out.
Jater, at the Capitol, I saw her looking
with interest at a portrait of Washing-
ton and heard her ask AMr. Webster, who
escorted her about the city. if the portrait
was like the first President of the United
States. 1 heard Marietta Alboni sing
the celebrated -Italian contralto, who
made a triumphal progress through the
United States in 1853, and Mario, Cava-
liere di Candia, the great tenor, and I
distinctly recall how Jennie Lind looked.
Not pretty according to my boyish judg-
ment, small and rather 4&hickset in
figure.” .

Mrs. John M. Miller, of Baltimore,
recalls secing her mother. Mrs. George
Hollins, and her clder sister dressing to
attend one of the concerts given lere by
the “Queen of Song,” to which the
mother and daughter were to be escorted
by the former’s brother, NMr. Ross Camp-
bell, then a prominent merchant of Balti-
more. “I remember,” she =aid, “Afamma’s
wearing &an elaborately embroidered
white china silk shawl, a cap of fine
lace and peandant earrings almost touch-
ing her shoulders., X recall also the cn-
thusiasm with which they spoke nbout
the singer afterward.™
. The late Mrs, Charics Mervyu Young,
formerly Mixs Mary Ildwunds. of this
city, and whose sisters still reside in
Baltimore., was taken to lear Jennie
Lind sinz before the school children of
Richmond. She 1was an exceedingly

on -tiptoe

prettr child, and one of her most treas-|
ured -memories “was ' that Swedish !
Nightingale, passing amid the assembled
little folk, stooped down and kissed her.’

The Story Of A Singer.

Have you ever heard the story of
Jennfe Lind’s life? She who, like Jeanne
d’Arc of France, was destined to be-
come tha §dol of her people and who, likeé
that -sainted Alaid-of Orleans, wag s
sweet and unsuoilled of . soul that the
memory of her goodness and gentleness
is like the fragrance of a-flower. -

Bozxmn in “Stockholm, Sweden, October
G, 1820, Jennie Lind was -one. of ninc
children of poor parents. Some suthori-
ties say her father wias n lace manufac-
turer. others that he was a tenor of
humble tstate who looked too often ufion
the wine cnp when it was red to provide
comfortably. for his family. Her mother
was £ hard-working, thrifty woman, but
despite her best efforts the poverty of
the family was such that the children
had_t» be divided and Jennie, or Johanna
Marin, as she wwas christened, though
never so called, was sent to live with her
grandmother. The avocation of the lat-
ter was that of charwoman in office
buildings. Her one room had but two
windows and looked upon an alley that
opened into the street and it was her cus-
tom to lock the child in the room while
she was epgaged in work. The wee zirl
had been endowed from birth with a
golden voice and whiled away the lonely
hours sitting in the window-sill singing
to the old cat. . -

QOne dny Mille Lundberg, a dancer in
the Royal Opera, passing along the
street. heard the child singing, realized
her extraordinary gift and induced the
child’s mother to have her educated for
the stage. For gix or seven years Jennie
was what is called an altress pupil and
occasionally appeared "on the stage in
plays, not operas, until 1836 when she
mude her first attempt in an opera by
A. F. Lindblad. She was regularly en-
raged at the opera house in 1837 and her
first great success wax as Agatha, in
\Weber's *“Der Freischutz,”” in 1 . By
1841, when she started for Paris, she
was nlready identified with nearly all
the roles in which she became famons.

But her success in Sweden was duc in
great measure to her histrionic ability.
In her acting she posseszed the rare
quality of completely identifying ler-
relf wwith the character assumed. For
the time she was the heroine of her
favorite parts—Amina, Alice or Agathe.
.Comparatively little was said about her
wondoerful vocal art, And then suddenly,
when abouf 14 years of age, Jennie,
Lind’s voice completely failed. But the:
youngy singer had saved the salary |
eurned. as far as she could, and resolved'
to go to Paris to scek advice and instruc- |
tion from the great instructor. Manuel |
Garcia. That experienced teacher feared
her voice had been ruined by overwork
when she was too young and unde-
veloped to stand it. He ordered three
months’ complete rest, after which she
might return to him to determine
vshiether the injury was permanent or
whether she. had sufficiently recovered

to warrant spending time and money.
fitting: herself for an opera singer’s
career. " At the end of this probation
period he consented’ to give her voeal
lessons, and on thc complétion of her

' studies she sang before G. Meyerbeer in

private in the Paris Opera House, and
two years afterward was engaged by
him to appear in Berlin, wherc her first
role was'that of Norima, in which she
appeared on the 15th of December, 1814,

From that time Jennie Lind's great-
ness 8s an opera singer was assured and
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recognized. She sang in most of  the
great Contincental cities, and assaomed
many roles. - She made the acquaintance
of great musicians, such as Alendelssohn,
Joachim and others, and in- 1847 Lum-
ley, the manager of Her Majesty’s Thea~
tre, London, induced her to visit-Eng-
Inand, where the furore of her debut ex:
ceeded everything of the kind that had
taken place in London or eclsewhere.
One chronicle states: ““The sufferings

{Continuved-on Nezt Poge.l
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and struggles of hes well-dressed admir-
ers, who had to stand for hours to get
into the pit, have become historic.”

It was during this trip to England
that the singer made the acquaintance
of Bisliop Edward Stanley, which was
*nid to have led to her finanl-determinn-
tion to zive up the stage s a career.
SlLe-still continued to appear in Sweden,
on the Continent-and in . England in
opera, but her thoughts inclined to musie
of religious character. In 1848 she or-
arginized a memorable performance of
Elijuh with® the receipts of which the
Mendelssobn | scholarship was founded.
She also sang at a great number of char-
ity and benzfit concerts, }er last ap-
pearance in opera was in Englund, when
on May 10, 1849, she appeared in Robert
Le Diable. Her decision to renounce the
stage was not cven revoked when the !
King of Sweden urged her to re-appear!
in opera in her old home. |

Just before e«ailing for America which
she visited in 1850, remuining about two
years, she appearcd in Liverpool, Eng-
land. in au oratorio of Handcl, singing
the soprapo wmusic in “The Messial™
with superh cffect.

Jier tour in the Enited States was as
suceessful from a financial as an artistie
standpoint und ber wealth was estimated
at the time of her visit to this country,
to be S1,000.000. She gave generously
to charity. IHer heart waus always open
to the needs of her fellow-man and pe-
culiarly tender toward children. ‘fhe
tirst medal of many struck in her honer,
waus in commemoration of her gift, in
1IN, of 510,000, to the fund for the
education and support of pupils of the
Royul Theatre School, Stockholm. \When
~he came to the United States the pro-
vemds of her first two concerts were
divided among i st of charities sclected
by the Mayor of New York. Her share
of receipts while under the management
of .. Darnum, amounted to S176.-
GTH.09 umd her friends estimated that
~he zave away 850,000 during her stay
in Awmerica while she had given away
XGO0.000 in England before coming to
this country.

One Ticket Cost $100.

/ennie Lind prrived in Baitimore Sat-
urday ufternoon, December 7. 1850,
caming direct from her musical trinmphs
in Philadelphin. During the afternoon
and evening many  prominent  ladies
called upon her, all of whom she received
with ntmost sweetness and grace. At
night she was serenaded by the “Inde-

peadent Greys™ band.  Tickets for seats
at the first concert were sold at auction
at. Front Street Theatre, where an im-
mense erowd gathered while Mr. Gibson,
of the tirm of Gibson & Clo., anuctioncers,
meonnted a1 stand on the =tage to auction
them off. "The price of tickets of admis-
£inn to all parts of the house was fixed
at X3, Bidding for seats bLegan at 810,
running quickly up to $350, to XT3, aud
the first seat sold was finally knocked
down for $100 to Mr. J. . Whitehurst,
a well-known daguerreotypist. The bid
was greeted with cheers aund eries of
Show bim up ™ but Mr. Whitehurst
was not present. baving been represented
by an agent. 1he agzregate amount of
sales. including price of tickets and
pemiums, reached S12,000.  The price
of the tickets generally averaged about !
$7 and the receipts of the four concerts t

ubout $60,000. Specalators probably
made or them fnlly a fourth more.
Her initial concert in this city"

was
given donday night, December 9, and ad-

ditional concerts were given Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday nights of the

swhere an. individual could stand or sit
was occupied. At 8 o’clock the concert
began with Auber’s grand overture of
‘ iello,” rendered by an orchestra
jconducted by AL Benedict. Then the
:golden voice of Jenrpie Lind was first
heard in Baltimore in an aria from
“I Puritani,” beginning with the words:
“*P was here his loved voice first ealled

Doubtless at this time the Swedish

nightingale was already in love, deeply

JENNIE LIND.

sume week.  Friday night <he tas the
suest of honor at a concert ziven in Car-
roli Ifall by the Germania Mmnnerchor,
while Nuturday morning. at the sugges-
tion of the School Commissioners, the
Mayor of Daltimore asked the Swedish
siuger if she wonld not sing to as many
of the schqol children of the city as could
assemble in Front Street Theatre and
=xhe responded by gmiving the children a
free coneert Saturday morning.

On the night of the first concert the
scene within the theatre swas brilliant
in the extreme. ‘The Iadies of Baltimore
were without hats and wore their hand-
somest evening gowns., Theatre doors
opencd at G o’clock and by 8 o'clock, the
hour set for the concert to begin, every
nook and corner of the auditorium

lin love with Otto Goldschmidt. her
pianist and leader of the Bach Choir,
Iwhom she afterward married. in 1852,
iin Boston. Bualtimoreans heard Jennie
Lind sing from a joyous heart as well
as from a golden
is alwuys most beauntiful when in love
and stimulated thereby to highoest coffort,
o she doubtless sang her very best dur-
ing the two ycars speat in Ainerica.
An eye witness at the concert

throat. As 2 woman

i

{

de-| 1850, 10.000 Baltimore school children

scribes the diva's costume. She wore
white satin gown, cut low in the peck
and with three flounces reaching to the
waist. Several magnificent hracelets
adorned her arms, and suspended from a
zold chain abouat her neck hung a me-
dallion of diamonds. Her bhair, most
simply arranged, was adorned with a
few flowers, and as she stood there in
all the sweetness and simplicity of
young womanhood, exclamations were
heard on every side—“How beantiful!”
“How lovely !’ R

It is said she had scarcely finished the
first stanza of her song when the whole
andience “‘seemed electrified by her as-
tonishing powers as a voecalist.” Cheers
resounded through the house, bouquets
fell from boxes in such profusion the
leader of the orchestra could scarcely
hand her one before another fell. Her
grace in receiving the flowers only in-
cx d the enthusi of those who
cast them at her feet.

In quick succession followed the
diva’s singing of the aria from “The
Magic Flute,” and the “Bird Song,” by
Tagbert, which she warbled enchant-
ingty. It was written concerning her
on that occasion:

“Her voice was like the wurbling of a
b' '

ird,~—

So soft, so sweet, so delicately clear.”

She also sang the prize song, “Greet-
ings To America.” the words of which
were written for her by Bayard Taylor, |
. while the muosic was composed for it by
her musical director, Julius Benedict— '
afterward ,Sir Julius Benedict. ‘The:
conseusus of opinion at the close of her
concert was that her singing was sera-!
phic, more like the voice of an angel.
than a2 mortal voice, and the shower of
flowers that welcomed her first song was .
i followed by 2 second tribute of roses.

 Darling Of The Elite. ‘
| On Wednesday, December 11, the ‘
‘diva wore a decollette pink satin gown |
with bertha and broad flounces of frost-|
Iike gossamer lace. Her head dress was
of green, with a sprig of green leaves at
her bosom and aguin she wore the mag-
nificent jewels noted at her first con-
cert. Baltimore people continued to go
wild over the idolized singer. Cards,
invitations, notes were showered upon
her and cager crowdsshung around Bar-
num’s Hotel in the vicinity of her
apartments, hoping to eatch a glimpse
of Jepnie Lind’s smiling face. Modistes
did a rushing business in order to sup-
ply the claborate costumes essential to
complete enjoyment of this unprece-
dented musical festival.

Thursday mnight, December 12, 2a
third brilllant audience assembled at
Front Street Theatre and the Swedish
Nightingale was radiant in a vellowsatin
gown with a white lace cape and the
skirt draped in lace and on this nizht
she enraptured her audience with sing-
ing the sonzw theyx had already learned
to love and “Home Sweet Ilome,” as
only Jenny Lind could «ing it. She
sang the “Herdsman’s Song™” also, with
its wild, elfn echoes and then, to the
infinite delight of the audience, she
sang a plaintive German song, **Take
This X.ute,” accompanying herself on
the piano.

On Saturday morning, December 14,

of both sexes and their teachers as-
sembled at Front Street Theatre. .As
all could not get in prefercoce waos
given to the girls, who nlone were per-
mitted enter, and Mr. Edward ).
Vickery, of this city, was one of the
boys who turned sorrowfully away. But
some of ‘the lads still lingered 2t the
t.[:uatre and after singing awhile to the
girls, Jennie Lind requested that enongh
of the girls withdraw to permit the boys
te enter. ‘This they did and them chil-
dren and diva had the time of their
lives. First the Queen of Songs sang
to the children and then the children
sang for her, and in retonrn did not hesi-
tete to demand of her the songs they
wanted most. Some clamored for “Home
Sweet Home,” others for the Bird Song.
“Well,” said the diva. *“as you have
sang so sweetly for me, I will sing
both, and satisfy > And she did,
adding also the uplifting aria “I Know
That My Redeemer Liveth,” from Han-
del’s oratorio of “The Messiah.”™

On Saturday night, December 14,
Jennie Lind gave the final copcert of
the Baltimore series and the greatest

mausical trinmph of them all. Then on
Sunday afternoon the Swedish Nightin-
gale took flizht for Washinxton and her
next engagement. To avoid the excite-
ment of a great crowd at the railwayx
station, she proceeded by ecarriage to
Monnt Clare, where she boarded the
train, after having expressed herwelf as
bLetter pleased with Baltimore and its
people than any American city she had
visited and having said what real com-
fort she bad found at Barnum’s Hotel.

Thousand Dollars For Each
Concert. .

While under P. T. Barnom's manage-
ment, Jennic Lind gave 93 concerts in
the United States and was paid $1,000
for each concert. All her personal ex-
penses were also paid and the salaries
and expense of her company 2aand per-
sonal attendants. She had stipulated
that she should sing for charity when
she chose and her generous manager
never deducted from the receipts of
these concerts any expensc incident to
giving them.

Few persons in America knew that
Jennic Lind had married before she left
this country. Her permanent home
thereafter was England. where she toolk
sreat interest in the BEach Choir, con-
ducted by her husband. She appeared.
from time to time in oratorios and con-:
certs. ¥or some years she was professor
of singing in the Royal College of Afusic!
zond ber last public appearance was at
Dusseldorf on January 20, 1870, swhere
she sang in “Ruth,” an oratorio com-
posed by her husband. She died at Mal-:
vern November 2, 1887 ;

2, ‘.

Centenary Observed In New
ork. !
The centenary of Jennie Lind will be|
observed in this country and because.
Castle Garden. New York., was the first|
place where the Swedish Nightingale
sang in the United States, the Aquari-
um, Castle Garden, has been selected for
the main scene of the celebration. So
far as possible an cffort will be made to|
reproduce the scene of 70 years ago. |
Mme. Frieda ITempel. of the AMetropoli-
tan Opera House, will sing and wear a,
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replica of thre gown worn by Jennie Lin

in 1850, and the program rendered will
be the same as that given under P. T.

managemen
reproductions of the old tickets, seating
arrangements will be the same and ush-
ers will twear roscttes and carry little
banners of colored paper distinguishing
the sections.
Apart from ber rare gifts as an artist,
public interest cemters in Jenmie Lind
use. of her intense womanliness and
rentleness. The modern slang phrase:
“Have a Heart!” applied to her in 2 pe-
culiar wny. Home and heart interests
were more to her than fame. Her opera
career, while it gratified her pride, did
not appeal to her heart. She wanted a
home. and, having forsaken the glitter-
ing environment of the stage. she never
turned back to it. Owpnce in Stockholm.
the troops are said to have been called
out to hold in check the crowds strug-
gling to purchase tickets for. her ap-
pearance in opern. but the Swedish
Nightingale preferred the nest- in the |
bough of home and the song dearcst to
her was 2 InTlahe.



